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Summer  Reading Camps: 

One of the many components of Read to Succeed is third 

grade summer reading camps. Third grade students who  

are not reading proficiently on grade level will be provided 

with the opportunity to attend a summer reading camp.  

During the summer reading camps students will be taught  

by highly qualified teachers who have experience in working  

with struggling readers. Students will have the opportunity  

to receive small group and individual instruction to work  

on their reading, writing, listening, and researching  

skills. More information regarding summer camps will  

be forthcoming. 

 
 

R2S Literacy Goal: 

Facilitating change to cause all students to  

engage in reading, writing, and researching in  

appropriately challenging text at least 75%  

of the time in order to learn content. 

Information obtained from:  

http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/File/instruction/early-learning-

literacy/Target_1.pdf  

http://edhttp://scsba.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/2015ac 

-handout-knight.pdf.sc.gov/ 

 

 

Interventions:  

All RCSD1 students PreK-12th grade who are not  

substantially demonstrating reading proficiently in their 

grade level will receive interventions. Literacy-endorsed 

teachers outside of the regular classroom instruction can 

provide research-based and effective interventions. 

https://www.facebook.com/scdoe
http://www.richlandone.org
http://ed.sc.gov/
http://ed.sc.gov/


Literacy Competencies & Endorsements:  

Beginning with the 2015-16 school year, South Carolina 

teachers must complete professional development or 

coursework related to literacy to earn either the Read to 

Succeed (R2S) Literacy Teacher endorsement or  

requirement, depending on their certification area (s).  

 

�How Long Will It Take for Endorsement? 

Educators will have 10 years or two renewal  

periods to complete the required coursework or  

professional development for the Read-to-Succeed  

endorsement, beginning with their next renewal  

period. The coursework or professional  

development may be used for license renewal.  

Reading Coaches: 

The RCSD1 Reading Coach/Literacy Coach will assist 

teachers in ensuring that all teachers are effective teachers 

of reading and implement literacy strategies and  

interventions that improve literacy. Coaches will work with  

all teachers (content teachers and elective areas) in  

the school he or she serves, prioritizing time for those  

teachers, activities, and roles that will have the greatest  

impact on student achievement, namely coaching and  

mentoring in classrooms. To be hired as a RCSD1 

Reading Coach he/she must: 

 

Hold a Bachelor’s degree or higher in Elementary  

Education and Literacy Coach add-on certification or, 

 

Hold a Master’s degree in Reading and pursuing  

their Literacy Coach Endorsement or,  

 

Hold a Bachelor’s degree or higher and are actively  

pursing their Literacy Coach Endorsement  

 

 

 

 

Why was the law created?  

On June 11, 2014, South Carolina’s Governor Haley signed into 

law Act 284 (Read to Succeed). The purpose of this law is to  

improve literacy rates of students in our state. Studies consistently 

show that children who cannot read end up struggling in all other 

subjects. The Read to Succeed Act requires that the South  

Carolina Department of Education with the approval of the State 

Board of Education develop, implement, evaluate, and continuously 

refine a comprehensive state plan for PreK– 12th grade to improve 

reading achievement.  

Eight Components of the New Law: 

Reading Plans 

Third Grade Retention 

Summer Reading Camps 

Interventions 

Literacy Competencies & Endorsements 

Early Learning and Literacy (CDEP) 

Teacher Preparation 

Reading Coaches  

 

Reading Plans: 
The South Carolina State Reading Plan was developed to support 

reading achievement across the state. RCSD1 and all other districts 

developed their own comprehensive literacy plans that align to the 

state plan in an effort to support the reading and writing  

development of their students with research-based,  

outcomes-oriented strategies and effective interventions.  

Teacher Preparation: 

Beginning with the fall semester of the academic year 2016-2017,  

students entering teacher education programs, including MAT  

programs, must complete the approved course sequence in literacy 

to ensure that teacher candidates grasp the theory, research, and 

practices that support and guide the teaching of reading. All South 

Carolina teacher preparation programs have had coursework  

approved to ensure that teacher candidates graduating from their 

programs will possess the knowledge and skills to effectively assist 

children in becoming proficient readers.   

 

 

�3rd Grade Retention: 

The Read to Succeed Act requires that, beginning with the  

2017-2018 school year, a student must be retained in the  

third grade if the student fails to demonstrate reading  

proficiency at the end of third grade as indicated by scoring at 

the lowest achievement level on the state summative reading 

assessment that equates to Not Met 1 on the Palmetto  

Assessment of State Standards (PASS). A student may be  

exempt for good cause from the mandatory retention but shall 

continue to receive instructional support and services and  

reading intervention appropriate for their age and reading level.  

Why 3rd Grade?  

Early reading proficiency for all children is critical for building a 

strong economical future and thriving society. One of the key  

milestones on the path to success is learning to read in the 

early grades. Research shows the end of third grade marks the 

point where students transition from learning to read to reading 

to learn in other subjects. Children who read proficiently in 

grade 3 are more likely to graduate from high school and be 

economically successful in adulthood.  

Children who are not reading proficiently by grade  

3 are 4 are less likely to graduate on time.  

 

63% of students who do not graduate on time from high 

school were not reading proficiently in third grade.  

 

If we do not ensure all children gain the needed skills to be 

successful in school, their future educational and economic 

prospects will be dim, and our economy will lag.  

 

By 2020, the US is expected to face a shortage of 1.5 million 

workers with 2-4 year college degrees but will have a surplus  

of 6 million individuals without a high school diploma who are  

unemployed because they lack the necessary education  

credentials.  

 


